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of this, was fufficient to refer us to the whole Syftem 
or Furniture of the Heavens. But I am afraid I be : 
come tedious. I am 

Tour Illufirious Society's, 
and your mofi obedient \ 
Fiadcrn, July 8. 174^ humble Servant, 

E. Latham* 

IV* The Cafe of an Extraordinary Dropfy, 
communicated in a Letter from Tho. Shorty 
M 2>. to C. Mortimer, M. Z). Set. R. S. 




Aug. 2. 1742. 
SIR. 

ReadKoy. 18. HpHE following Cafe being fome» 
I 74 i - J^ what uncommon, perhaps it may 

not be wholly unworthy of your Notice. Laft Ja- 
nuary I was called to vifit a young Woman of Thirty 
Years of Age, who about Seven Years ago, had like 
a fevere Fit of the Stone in her Left Kidney, with 
all the common Symptoms of a Stone, but by fome 
Means recovered again. Three Years ago fhc had 
another Fit, but got better in a few Days ; though fhe 
moftly complained of a dull Pain in that Place ever 
after. When I faw her, I found her Menfes had 
been very irregular and fmali fince her laft c Paroxyfin, 
and totally obflrufted fmce September *•> her Pulfe 
very fmall and quick, her Countenance pale and 
languid j a Pain at the Pit of her Stomach, towards 

the 



[ "4 ] 

the Spleen, befides that in the Kidney ; her whble 
Stomach and Belly full, and fomewhat ifwclled, but 
harder on the Left Side than the Right; a Fluctuation 
of Water or Matter among the Abdominal Mufcles, 
and the T.eritonteurn very hard under it: The Right 
Side was fall, and fofter. She had no Appetite, little 
Sleep, a fmall Cough, a little Thirft, flight Fever, 
and much Pain. I ordered her fome laxative, ape- 
rient, attenuating, diuretic Pills, with an antihydropic 
ftomachic Mixture, the Country Air, and daily mo- 
derate Riding. She purfued this Method a few 
Weeks with fome Advantage, but not fo much as 
fhe expe&cd and defired. Then (he took the Ad- 
vice of another Phyftcian, to no better Purpofe. 
In.y//)r/7I\vas confulted again by her. HerFlefh was 
now much fhrunk, the Belly fuller, Pulfe quicker, 
Pain the fame, Urine fcanty, but pale, Appetite lan- 
guid. I prefcribed other things to the fame Purpofe 
as above, but with no better Succefs. In June I put 
her on drinking Nevil-Holt Water (which laft Year 
had cured Three of Dropfies, which was all had ufed 
it for that Purpofe) and riding : Upon this fhe made 
Water freely, flept tolerably well, had a better Ap- 
petite, lefs Pain, and much chcarfuller ,• but the Swel- 
ling of the Belly was ftill the fame. Always on turn- 
ing her in Bed, fhe heard and felt a Jolting and 
Fluftuating of Water in the Belly : This put her on 
being tapped, not doubting but (he would recover 
then. Next Day I was fent for to fee the Water 
drawn off, July 23. but to my Surprize, on the Pre- 
paration, between Three and Four Pints of very thick, 
roupy, mixt Matter came away ; fome was Matter, 
fome a thick white Slime, but the greateft Part was a 
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thick reddifh-brown Liquor, like Liver maflicd with 
a little Water : It could not get through the Canula, 
without often clearing it with a Goofe-quilL After 
this came near Six Pints of clear Water or Serum, as 
in a Dropfy. She feemed much eafier then, all the 
Afternoon and Night $ next Forenoon not fo eafy, 
though flic came down Stairs to Dinner. Quickly 
after it, flic was moft feverely and violently feized with 
fuch excruciating Pain all down the Left Side to the 
Foot, as threw her into the moft profufe Sweat, often 
Paintings, Vomitings, &c. At Four o'Clock, flic 
wholly loft both Senfe and Motion of that Thigh 
and Leg $ at Five flic was infcnfiblc, and at Six fhe 
died, July 24th. 

Next Day the Body was opened before me, 
when a monftrous Tumour on the Left Side 
of the Belly fhewed itfeif, and a large Bag of Water 
on the Right Side appeared, which Two filled the 
whole Cavity. The Abdominal Mufcles on the Left 
Side were very large, flabby, bloated, and a livid pale. 
The Teritomeum uncommonly hard, thick and fcir- 
rousj the Liver and Spleen both much emaciated; 
the firft not above Two Pound, the laft about Two 
or Three Ounces; the Stomach and Inteftincs, 
from the Cardia to the Anus, full of fmall, hard, 
white, fcirrhous Knots, like fmall Peas, or Hail- 
ftones 5 the Inteftines of a dusky yellow Colour : The 
Remains of the Omentum were mortified : The Kid- 
neys were found : The ^Pancreas very fmall and yel- 
low. The Tumour on the Left Side (which was the 
Ovarium) being cut up, fome Pints of the fame 
Matter as was firft drawn off in Tapping, run out : It 
was divided into innumerable Cells, full of different 
Matter, fome as above $ fome white, thick Slime, 
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feme fatty, fomc purulent, fyc. The Partitions be- 
tween the Cells yery ftrong, cartilaginous in the Mid- 
dle, fo as to refift the Knife 5 like mufcular Flefh 
below and above this Cartilage, fo was each Cell. 
The whole Ovarium, before it was firft broke, might 
weigh about Twenty Pound Weight. The Bag of 
Water on the Right Side, was the other Ovarium, 
wherein was nothing but like a large Ox Bladder, 
containing Nine or Ten Pints of Water 5 like a 
Bladder at the lower End, and rifing up like a crooked 
Horn at the other End ; the Skin was very thin and 
fmooth. The Vejica urinaria and Uterus were both 
found. 

From the above-mentioned Account you will fee, 
\ft y That here was a triple Dropfy, viz. One inter- 
mufcular on the Left Side of the Abdomen 5 One in 
the Cavity of the Belly $ One, and the largeft of all, 
in the Right Ovarium. zdly> As I have before ob- 
ferved the like in fome others, in much the fame 
Condition 5 in barren Women, and ftale Maids, Tap- 
ping fhould be very cautioufly undertaken: Efpeci- 
ally when the whole Belly is not equally diftended, 
and not a free Flu&uation of the Water heard and 
obferved from Side to Side, as the Sick turn in Bed 5 
but efpecially if there was, or is, a fenfible Difference 
to be felt in the Hardnefs or Softnefs of the Parts of 
the Belly, before it is diftended monflroufly, 

I am, 

SIR, 

* Tour moft humble Servant, 

Tho. Short. 
V. Tart 



